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S P O R T I N G. 

Colonel Thornton of YorklW- 
lately honored with a vifn from the ^ 

Wales and Duke of York, is dittioguifhecT^ 
the mcft * effc&ive fp^tfnunjri all England:—, 
the following (carle of his fuccefs ori an expedition 
to the Highlands in the year 17&3,,—is well 
authenticated in the North.—-The quantify 01 
game killed' by Hawking amounted to 325 of 
different ciaiTea; and thoie by (booting, to 1043. 
Lord Eg ling ton’s gun before* that period was 
fuppofed to have fupenor pretentions,—particularly 
after, the vi&dry over Lord Thanet for 200 
GuineasColonel Thorn-ton, who afterwards 
engaged, won the |icld with great advantages. 
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Hsu ki. eil n an Expedition to the Higki ands, under • 
taken by Lieutenant - Colonel Ju/jrnton, June 1 5 » 
17S7. 


' Salmon 

Trout 

Pike 

i'trcla 

Pan- 

Char 

Cc.s 

I 

69 

104 

6 

13 

2 

i 


-Hawking 325 
Shooting 104.3 
Hiking 2,0 

Total 2>88 


0 /t> ivi-'t jih/vi-j y /./- 

//< vt-ly jf.PldrP ^C'/Ci a 

) £/w J^X+Y1\ fL- J )w-» // 

/a/ £ iv /hV cJ ^y 5 V\- ,4< f)/e d' 

y^- 4 ' ^ ^ ‘ ^ ^ ?lc 

4 ’ bL&. v ’n /-< 1 //' Ai*w 

^nu $i \ t> /C n < La-b-c*-^ 

v0 ; -^XJU 9.^0 Ufi-4 t^3 ( V*.ojCyl £0 hbL_ fi 

























































































(S) 


ld^Y\ lAsJ 


1tO 

<T/~ dj^rlbu}. tsjl: 



% u 4 

■’• A/ ' 


'V^-Y^ l <XW 



V/C-V 


r /Ov 


cl yy^L^J 


hLl-> 


^ 07q _ - 

(rc\iM fv hL_ ^oV^> dH: 

(\£nD Ot^c£) Urt. Qie.ety' 1 1 

CTv/^/vUVC. d/^T) Cl JrC v£ ll J /y 

tL^n ^ i) L c /-. aA^th/ov, jui^i if, 

H v\vw- >C. »Xr^bC, 


ptrfl't© d 

^pvrnuu;, his genteel mahaer* ofthe clear intcfe* v 
>/gent dmvidtion he coRveys; his artiple difeuffion 
l^ve*-bt*t4t«Ie more to be added in their defence, 
f-Jand it crave m- great pleafure to find myfelf an¬ 
ticipated in a juftification of them by a writer fo 
fully competent to the undertaking. From long 
and intimate acquaintance with the dockyards, i 
am convinced his obfervations are founded in 

— a _ truth, and that, fo far from their deferving the 

obloquy loaded on them, there is not a pubiick 
body who in general condudf themfelves more 
properly nor with ftii&cr reditude; mo^ jof 
them being of good families, have had liberal 
educations, (and would defpife the little mean 
practices fuggefted by an CEconoirrift. 

Con fiderable premiums were given for their ad- 
^ . miffim, after which it has* been the cafe with 

r~ many to drudge through the inferior degrees of 
^office from ten to twenty years, and fima'longer, 
/'with the miferable pittance of 30 b per ann. and 
^o allowance: and with perqufites fo very 
: non n fh J e raid e. that they have hern undrr the n»- 
?efTuy.x)f continuing burthenfome on their friends 
C\^o lupport a decent appearance. 

Moll of the fupericr departments, as the 
/ poffeflbrt mill from the ‘nature of their 
/ conn^aiow fipport the character of Gemle- 
will not, at the p efint rime, when every 
(-4 nectffary of li e is fo greatly enhanced, more than 
Q 0 r \s^4'7 c ) en . a ^ t riiem to U v e, thry h^ve not, therefore, 
without fome other refource, the lesft profpeft, if 
they have children, of fettling them fatisfa%rily 

/? m tlle worId ‘ nor °f making provifion for the 

/ v ^ O-v wants and infirmities of clJ age. 

Thus circ mflancefi, arty one.ronfl be fatally 
/ / deflitute ot IiS-rality, wh.o would with to deprive 

T~4V'/Zx them of fuch dearly turned advantages, derived 
front conftant fatiguing and ext; aord.i nary uten- 
tion in giyin.r Merchants the utmoft difpatcb — \ 
(X Matters of great cunfec|«rnee between indivi- 
duals, perfons -nriplnved by the imrual confeiu of 
_ two parties to tranL& their bufinefs. are 
J always well rewarded for care, fidelity, -and 
n exertion: The Clerks fn ffie Dock-yards 
are, in my opinion, ex-r&J-y fo fituato i with Go¬ 
vernment and the Merchants, the n ii.mot bring 
mutual, a faithful, a&ive fxeciitf n of .their hu- 
finefs ntufl: be productive of reciprocal ad«;:nt*gc ; f| 
bur^ in a giteat *r degree to the. Mete: rints, w}infj 
inter elf e {Feudally depends on 'quick returns and 
punctual payments, Your correi'panitn/, an cnco- 
nomifl, obfervee, that •• montv is thr fntin (pilug 
of villainy V’ he might a!folia** Tid, it j 3 th/p, i n . 
cipal fpur to honelt induiiry.—Grarnitivs on the 
principle they are given to thofe genth m n, hbv 
that : the hope of r ward,.cheers the hours 
of fedentary appltcitthn. and ft.row-ares them to 
exert, their abilities in expediting, the tedi< m com - 
plicated buffi fiefs that frequently comes Ucdtr chfir 
cognfzaree. 

I have been induced to become their defender 
from pvrfift con vision that they defi-rve the null 

favourable cmfideration of gov rnment, it hein^ 
evid nt by the prtmifts, that gentlemen placed 
in the offices, devote the heft part of their lives in 
the inferior Hations, where they cannot fupport 
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Class II. 


3 2 9 


DARTFORD. 


W WITH reddilh irides: eye-lids deep crimfon. A flen- 
• der bill a little curved at the point: whole upper part 
of the head, neck, and back, of a dufky brown tinged with a dull 
yellow: throat, under fide of the neck, the bread and belly deep 
ferruginous; the middle of the belly white; quil-feathers dulky 
edged with white: baftard wing white : exterior fide of the interi¬ 
or feather of the tail white, the reft dulky; and long in proportion 
to the fize of the bird : legs yellow. 

A pair of thefe were fhot on a common near Dartford, in April 
I 773» an< I communicated to me by Mr. Latham ; they fed on flies, 
which they fprung on from the furze bulh they fat on, and then 
returned to it again. 


161. Dart¬ 
ford. 



U u 


VOL. I. 


BILL 
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GREAT TITMOUSE. Class II. 


BILL ftrait, fhort, hard, ftrong, fharp-pointed, a little com- 
prefled. 

NOSTRILS round covered with briftles. 

TONGUE as if cut at the end, terminating with two or three 


briftles. 



Nonette ou Mefange. Bel on av. 376. 


162. Great 


* Pams major, Gefner av. 640. 

Aldr. av. II. 319. 

Spernuzzola, Paruffola. Olina, 28. 
Great Titmoufe, or Ox-eye. Wil. orn. 


Briffbn av. III. 539. 

PI. Enl. 3. f. I. 

Mufvit. Brunnich , 287. 

Kohlmeife. Kram. 378. Fri/cb , I. 13. 
Br% Zool. 113. plate W. f. 4. 


240. 

Rati fyn. av. 73. 

Snitza. Scofoli , No. 242. 



T HIS fpecies fometimes vifits our gardens; but chiefly inha¬ 
bits wobds, where it builds in hollow trees, laying aboijt 
ten eggs. This, and the whole tribe feed on infe&s, which they 
find in the bark of trees; in the fpring they do a great deal of mif- 
chief in the fruit garden, by picking off the tender buds. Like 
wood-peckers they are perpetually running up and down the bo¬ 
dies of trees in queft of food. The bird has three chearful notes, 
which it begins to utter in the month of February. 

The head and throat of this fpecies are black; the cheeks white; 
the back green; the belly of a yellowifh green, divided in the mid¬ 
dle by a bed of black, which extends to the vent; the rump is of 


a bluilh 
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Class II. 


SWIFT. 


by being fo conftantly expofed to all weathers, the glofs of the 
plumage°is loft before it retires. I cannot trace them to their win¬ 
ter quarters, unlefs in one inftance of a pair found adhering by 
their claws and in a torpid ftate, in February 1766 , under the roof 
of Longnor Chapel , Shropjhire: on being brought to a fire, they 
revived and moved about the room. The feet are of a particular 
ftru&ure, all the toes (landing forward •, the left confifts of only 
one bone-, the others of an equal number, viz. two each; m 
which they differ from thofe of all other birds. 

This appears in our country about fourteen days later than the 
fand martin; but differs greatly in the time of its departure, re¬ 
tiring invariably about the tenth of Auguft , being the firft of the 


genus that leaves us. . 

The fabulous hiftory of the Manucodiata, or bird of Paradife, is 

in the hiftory of this fpecies in great meafure verified. It was be¬ 
lieved to have no feet, to live upon the celeftial dew, to float per¬ 
petually on the Indian , and to perform all its functions in that 

element. 

The Swift actually performs what has been in thefe enlightene 
times difproved of the former; except the imall time it takes in 
deeping, and what it devotes to incubation, every other aftion is 
done on wing. The materials of its neft it collefts either as they 
are carried about by the winds, or picks them up fiom the ur a 
in its fweeping flight. Its food is undeniably the infe<5ts t tat 
the air. Its drink is taken in tranfient fips from the water s fur- 
face. Even its amorous rites are performed on high. Few per- 
fons who have attended to them in a fine fu turner’s morning, but 
muft have feen them make their aerial courfes at a great height 
encircling a certain fpace with an eafy fteady motion. On a fudden 
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"they fall into each other’s embraces, then drop precipitate with a 
loud fhriek for numbers of yards. This is the critical conjun&ure, 
and to be no more wondered at, than that infefts (a familiar in- 
ftance) fliould difcharge the fame duty in the fame element. 

Thefe birds and fwallows are inveterate enemies to hawks. The 
moment one appears, they attack him immediately : the fwifts 
foon defift; but the fwallows purfue and perfecute thofe rapacious 
birds, till they have entirely driven them away. 

Swifts delight in fultry thundry weather, and feem thence to re¬ 
ceive frefh fpirits. They fly in thofe times in fmall parties with 
particular violence ; and as they pafs near fteeples, towers, or any 
edifices where their mates perform the office of incubation, emit 
a loud fcream, a fort of ferenade, as Mr. White fuppofes, to their 
refpeftive females. 

To the curious monographics on the fwallow tribe, of that wor¬ 
thy correfpondent, I muft acknowlege myfelf indebted for num¬ 
bers of the remarks above-mentioned. 

Of the DISAPPEARANCE of SWALLOWS. 

THERE are three opinions among naturalifts concerning the 
manner the fwallow tribes difpofe of themfelves after their difap- 
pearance from the countries in which they make their fummer refi- 
dence. Herodotus mentions one fpecies that refides in Egypt the 
whole year: Profper Alpinus * aflferts the fame > and Mr. Lotett, 

Hirundines duplicis generis ibi obfervantuf; patriae fcilicet quae nunquam 
ab JEgypto difcedentes, ibi perpetuo morantur, atque peregrinae, hae funt noftra- 
tibus omnino fimiles; patriae vero toto etiam ventre nigricant. Hijt. JEgypt. 1 .198. 
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late governor of Ceylon , a fill red us, that thofe of Java never re¬ 
move. Thefe excepted, every other known kind obferve a peri¬ 
odical migration, or retreat. The fwallows of the cold Norway 
and of North America -f, of the diftant Kamtfchatka J, of the tem¬ 
perate parts of Europe, of Aleppo §, and of the hot Jamaica ||, all 
agree in this one point. 

In cold countries, a defedt of infedt food on the approach of 
winter, is a fufficient reafon for thefe birds to quit them: but fince 
the fame caufe probably does not fubfift in the warm climates, re- 
courfe fhould be had to fome other reafon for their vanilhing. 

Of the three opinions, the firft has the utmoft appearance of 
probability ; which is, that they remove nearer the fun, where they 
can find a continuance of their natural diet, and a temperature of 
air fuiting their conftitutions. That this is the cafe with fome fpe- 
cies of European fwallows, has been proved beyond contradidhion 
(as above cited) by M. Adanfon. We often obferve them colledt- 
ed in flocks innumerable on churches, on rocks, and on trees, 
previous to their departure hence •, and Mr. Collinfon proves their 
return here in perhaps equal numbers, by two curious relations of 
undoubted credit: the one communicated to him by Mr. Wright , 
mailer of a fhipthe other by the late Sir Charles Wager-, who 
both defcribed (to the fame purpofe) what happened to each in 
their voyages. “ Returning home, fays Sir Charles , in the ipring 
“ of the year, as I came into founding in our channel, a great flock 

* Pcntop. hiji. Norzv. II. 98. 

•}• Cat. Carol. I. 51. app. 8. 

% Hi ft. Kamtf. 162. 

§ Ruffel Alep. 70. 

1| Phil. Tran/. No. 36. 
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SWALLOWS. 

“ of fwallovvs came and fettled on all my rigging ; every rope was 
“covered; they hung on one another like a fwarm of bees; the 
« decks and carving were filled with them. They feemed almoft 
« famiflhed and fpent, and were only feathers and bones; but be- 
« ing recruited with a night’s reft, toke their flight in the morn¬ 
ing”*. This vaft fatigue, proves that their journey muft have 
been very great, confidering the amazing fwiftnefs of thefe birds: 
in all probability they had crofled the Atlantic ocean, and were re¬ 
turning from the fliores of Senegal, or other parts of Africa ; fo that 
this account from that mod able and honelt feaman, confirms the 
later information of M. Adanfon. 

Mr. White, on Michaelmas fay 1768, had the good fortune to 
have ocular proof of what may reafonably be fuppofed an actual 
migration of fwallows. Travelling that morning very early be¬ 
tween his houfe and the coatt, at the beginning of his journey 
he was environed with a thick fog, but on a large wild heath the 
mill began to break, and difcovered to him numberlefs fwallows, 
cluttered on the {landing bullies, as if they ha£ roofted there: as 
foon as the fun burft out, they were inftantly on wing, and with 
an eafy and placid flight proceeded towards the fea. After this he 
favv no more flocks, only now and then a ftraggler -f*. 

This rendevouz of fwallovvs about the fame time of year is very 
common on the willows, in the little ifles in the ‘Thames . They 


* Phil. Tran/. Vol LI. Part 2. p. 459. 

f Ill Kalmf s Voyage to America , is a remarkable inftance of the diftant flight 
of fwallows; for one lighted on the fhip he was in, September 2d. when he had 
pafled only over two thirds of the Atlantic ocean. His paflage was uncommonly 
quick, being performed from Deal to Philadelphia in lefs than fix weeks; and 
when this accident happened, he was fourteen days fail from Cape Hinlopen. 
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feem to affemble for the fame purpofe as thofe in Hampjhire , not- 
withftanding no one yet has been eye witnefs of their departure. 

On the 26th. of September laft, two Gentlemen who happened to 
lie at Maidenhead bridge , furnifhed at left a proof of the multitudes 
there affembled: they went by torch-light to an adjacent ifle, and 
in lefs than half an hour brought afhore fifty dozen; for they had 
nothing more to do than to draw the willow twigs through their 
hands, the birds never ftirring till they were taken. 

The northern naturalifts will perhaps fay, that this aflembly met 
for the purpofe of plunging into their fubaqueous winter quarters ; 
but was that the cafe, they would never efcape difcovery in a river 
” perpetually fifhed as the Thames, fome of them muft inevitably be 
brought up in the nets that harafs that water. 

The fecond notion has great antiquity on its fide. Arijlotle * * * § 
and Pliny j- give, as their belief, that fwallows do not remove very 
far from their fummer habitation, but winter in the hollows of 
rocks, and during that time lofe their feathers. The former part 
of their opinion has been adopted by feveral ingenious men ; and 
of late, feveral proofs have been brought of fome fpecies, at left, 
having been difcovered in a torpid ftate. Mr. Collinfon"^ favoied 
us with the evidence of three gentlemen, eye-witneffes to numbers 
of fand martins being drawn out of a cliff on the Rhine , in the 
month of March 1762 §. And the Honorable Daines Barrington 
communicated to us the following fa< 5 t, on the authority of the late 


* Hift. an. 935. 

f Lib. 10. c. 24. 

J By letter, dated June 14, 1764. 

§ Phil* Tranf, VoL LIII. p. IOI* art* 

Vol. I. Y y 
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SWALLOWS. 

Lord Belbaven, that numbers of fwallows have been found in old 
dry walls, and in fandhills near his Lordlbip’s feat in Eaft Lothian 
not once only, but from year to year; and that when they were 
expofed to the warmth of a fire, they revived. We have alfo 
heard of the fame annual difcoveries near Morpeth in Northumber¬ 
land, but cannot fpeak of them with the fame affurance as the two 
former: neither in the two laft inftances are we certain of the par¬ 
ticular fpecies *. 

Other witneffes crowd on us to prove the refidence of thofe birds 
in a torpid ftate during the fevere feafon. 

Firft, In the chalky cliffs of Sujfex •, as was feen on the fall of a 
great fragment fome years ago. 

Secondly, In a decayed hollow tree that was cut down, near 

Dolgelli, in Merionethjhire. 

Thirdly, In a cliff near Whitby , Torkjhire ; where, on digging 
out a fox, whole bufhels of fwallows were found in a torpid con¬ 
dition. And, 

Laftly, The Reverend Mr. Conway , of Sychton, Flintjhire, was 
fo obliging as to communicate the following fadt: A few years 
ago, on looking down an old lead mine in that county, he obferved 
numbers of fwallows clinging to the timbers of the lhaft, feemingly 
afleep; and on flinging fome gravel on them, they juft moved, 
but never attempted to fly or change their place •, this was between 
All Saints and Chriftmas. 

Thefe are doubtlefs the lurking places of the latter hatches, or 
of thofe young birds, who are incapable of diftant migrations. 
There they continue infenfible and rigid; but like flies may fome- 

* Klein gives an inftance of pwifts being found in a torpid ftate, Hijl. av. 204. 
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Class II. SWALLOWS. 

times be reanimated by an unfeafonable hot day in tne midft of 
winter: for very near Chrifttnas a few appeared on the moulding 
of a window of Merton College , Oxford, in a remarkably warm 
nook, which prematurely fet their blood in motion, having the 
fame effedt as laying them before the fire at the fame time of year. 
Others have been known to make this premature appearance; but 
as foon as the cold natural to the feafon returns, they withdraw 
again to their former retreats. 

I {hall conclude with one argument drawn from the very late 
hatches of two fpecies. 

On the twenty-third of OElober 1767* a martin was ieen in 
Southwark , flying in and out of its neft: and on the twenty-ninth 
of the fame month, four or five fwallows were obferved hovering 
round and fettling on the county hofpital at Oxford. As thefe 
birds mud have been of a late hatch, it is highly improbable tnat 
at fo late a feafon of the year, they would attempt from one of our 
midland counties, a voyage almoft as far as the equator to Senegal 
or Goree : we are therefore confirmed in our notion, that there is 
only a partial migration of thefe birds; and that the feeble late 

hatches conceal themfelves in this country. 

The above, are circumftances we cannot but afient to, though 
feemingly contradictory to the common courfe of nature in regard 
to other birds. We mud, therefore, divide our belief relating to 
thefe two fo different opinions, and conclude, that one part of the 
fwallow tribe migrate, and that others have their winter quarters 
near home. If it fhould be demanded, why fwallows alone are 
found in a torpid ftate, and not the other many fpecies of foft bill¬ 
ed birds, which likewife difappear about the fame time? The 

following reafon may be affigned : 
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No birds are fo much on the wing as fwallows, none fly with 
fuch fwiftnefs and rapidity, none are obliged to fuch fudden and 
various evolutions in their flight, none are at fuch pains to take 
their prey, and we may add, none exert their voice more incef- 
fantly •, all thefe occafion a vaft expence of ftrength, and of fpirits, 
and may give fuch a texture to the blood, that other animals can¬ 
not experience; and fo difpofe, or we may fay, neceffitate, this 
tribe of birds, or part of them, at left, to a repofe more lafting 
than that of any others. 

The third notion is, even at firft fight, too amazing and unna¬ 
tural to merit mention, if it was not that fome of the learned have 
been credulous enough to deliver, for fadt, what has the ftrongeft 
appearance of impofiibility ; we mean the relation of fwallows pair¬ 
ing the winter immerfed under ice, at the bottom of lakes, or lodg¬ 
ed beneath the water of the fea at the foot of rocks. The firft wjio 
broached this opinion, was Olaus Magnus , Archbilhop of Upfal, 
who very gravely informs us, that thefe birds are often found in 
cluftered mafles at the bottom of the northern lakes, mouth to 
mouth, wing to wing, foot to foot; and that they creep down the 
reeds in autumn, to their fubaqueous retreats. That when old 
filhermen difcover fuch a mafs, they throw it into the water again; 
but when young inexperienced ones take it, they will, by thawing 
the birds at a fire, bring them indeed to the ufe of their wings, 
which will continue but a very Ihort time, being owing to a pre¬ 
mature and forced revival *. 

That the good Archbilhop did not want credulity, in other in- 
ftances, appears from this, that after having flocked the bottoms 

* Durham's Phyf, TheoL note d. p. 349* Pont op, hift, Ptorvj, I. 55. 
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Class II. SWALLOWS. 

of the lakes with birds, he (lores the clouds with mice, which 
fometimes fall in plentiful fhowers on Norway and the neighboring 
countries * * * § . 

Some of our own countrymen have given credit to the fubmer- 
fion of fwallows -f-; and Klein patronifes the do&rine ftrongly, giv¬ 
ing the following hiftory of their manner of retiring, which he re¬ 
ceived from fome countrymen and others. They aflerted, that 
fometimes the fwallows aflembled in numbers on a reed, till it broke 
and funk with them to the bottom ; and their immerfion was pre¬ 
luded by a dirge of a quarter of an hour’s length. That others 
would unite in laying hold of a draw with their bills, and fo 
plunge down in fociety. Others again would form a large mafs, 
by clinging together with their feet, and fo commit themfelves to 
the deep J. 

Such are the relations given by thofe that are fond of this opini¬ 
on, and though delivered without exaggeration, mud provoke a 
frnile. They aflign not the fmalled reafon to account for thefe 
birds being able to endure fo long a fubmerdon without being fuf- 
focated, or without decaying, in an element fo unnatural to fo de¬ 
licate a bird; when we know that the otter §, the corvorant, and 

the 


* Gefner Icon. An . ioo. 

•f Derhams PhyJ. Theol. 34 °* 349 * Hildrop* s Trails, H. 32. 

X Klein hi ft. av. 205, 206. Ekmarck migr. av. Amasn. acad. IV. 

§ Though entirely fatisfied in our own mind of the impoflibility of thefe rela~ 
tions; yet, defirous of ftrengthening our opinion with fome better authority, we 
applied to that able anatomift, Mr. John Hunter ; who was fo obliging to inform 
us, that he had diffe&ed many fwallows, but found nothing in them different 
from other birds as to the organs of refpiration. That all thofe animals which. 
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the grebes, foon perifh, if caught under ice, or entangled in nets: 
and it is well known, that thofe animals will continue much longer 
under water than any others to whom nature hath denied that par¬ 
ticular ftrufture of heart, neceflary for a long refidence beneath 
that element. 


he had differed of the clafs that deep during winter, fuch as lizards, frogs, &c. 
had a very different conformation as to thofe organs. That all thefe animals, he 
believes, do breathe in their torpid date; and, as far as his experience reaches, 
he knows they do : and that therefore he efleems it a very wild opinion, that ter- 
reltrial animals can remain any long time under water without drowning. 
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Thefe birds are common to Scandinavia , Germany , France, and 
feveral parts of the Alps. In our country I have feen one fpecimen 
at. Invernefs, a male, killed in the woods of Mr. Cbifolme , North 
of that place. 

The length of the male is two feet eight inches; the breadth Descrip. 
three feet ten : its weight fometimes fourteen pounds. The female 
is much lefs, the length being only twenty-fix inches; the breadth 
forty. The fexes differ alfo greatly in colors. The bill of the 
male is of a pale yellow : the noftrils are covered with dufky fea¬ 
thers : the head, neck and back are elegantly marked, flender lines 
of grey and black running tranfverfely. The feathers on the hind 
part of the head are long, and beneath the throat is a large tuft of 
long feathers. The upper part of the bread: is of a rich gloffy 
green ; the reft of the breaft and the belly black, mixed with fome 
white feathers : the Tides are marked like the neck: the coverts of 
the wings croffed with undulated lines of black and reddifh brown : 
the exterior webs of the greater quil feathers are black : at the fet- 
ting on of the wings in both fexes is a white fpot; the inner coverts 
are°of the fame color: the tail confifts of eighteen feathers, the 
middle of which is the longeft; are black, marked on each fide 
with a few white fpots: the vent feathers black mixed with white. 

The legs very ftrong, covered with brown feathers: the edges of 
the toes pectinated. 

The female differs greatly from the male: the bill is dufky : the 
throat red : the head, neck and back are marked with tranfverfe 
bars of red and black: the breaft has fome white fpots on it, and 
the lower part is of a plain orange colorthe belly barred with 
pale orange and black; the tips of the feathers white. The fea¬ 
thers of the back and fcapulars black, the edges mottled with black 
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and pale reddifh brown; the fcapulars tipt with white. The inner 
webs of the quil feathers dufky: the exterior mottled with dufky 
and pale brown. The tail is of a deep ruft color barred with black, 
tipt with white, and confifts of fixteen feathers. 

Gefner , as Mr. Willughby * has long fince obferved, deceived by 
the very different plumage of the male and female of this kind, 
has formed of them two fpecies. 


. Urogallus minor (the Male). Gefner Orre. Faun. Suec. fp. 102. 

av. 493. Grygallus minor (the Le Coq-de-bruyeres a queue fourchue. 
Female). 496. Briffon av. I. 186. HiJl.d'Oys. II. 

Fafan negro, Fafiano alpeftre, Urogal- 210. 

lus live Tetrao minor Gallus Scoti- Cimbns mas Urhane, ftemina Urhoene. 
cus fylveltris. Aldr • av. II. 32. Norvegis Orrfugl. Brunnich , 196. 


160. 

Raiifyn. av. 53. 
Heath-cock, black Game, 


Heath-cock, black Game, or Grous. Br. Zool. 85. tab. M. 1 2. PI. EnL 


Wil. orn. 173. 

Tetrao tetrix. Lin.fyft. 274. 


J 72, 173. 

Gallo sfnrr^lln Ttnlie .<?/-/>*/>/** Nn 




HESE birds, like the former, are fond of wooded and 


JL mountanous fituations j they feed on bilberries, and other 
mountain fruits; and in the winter on the tops of the heath. 
They are often found in woods; this and the preceding fpecies 
perching like the pheafant: in the fummer they frequently defcend 
from the hills to feed on corn : they never pair ; but in the 
fpring the male gets upon fome eminence, crows and claps his 


* Wil. orn. 173. Gefner arj. 490. 495. 
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Class II. BLACK COCK. 

wings * ; on which fignal all the females within hearing refort to 
him : the hen lays feldom more than fix or feven eggs. The young 
males quit their mother in the beginning of winter; and keep in 
flocks of feven or eight till fpring •, during that time they inhabit 
the woods : they are very quarrelfome, and will fight together like 
game cocks ; and at that time are fo inattentive to their own fafety, 
that it has often happened that two or three have been killed at 
one fliot. 

An old black cock weighs near four pounds: its length is one Descrip. 
foot ten inches; its breadth two feet nine: the bill dulky: the 
plumage of the whole body black, glofled over the neck and rump 
with a Ihining blue. The coverts of the wings are of a dufky 
brown : the four firft quil feathers are black, the next white at the 
bottom •, the lower half of the fecondary feathers white, and the 
tips are of the fame color: the inner coverts of the wings white : 
the thighs and legs are covered with dark brown feathers; on the 
former^are feme white fpots : the toes refemble thofe of the former 
fpecies. The tail confifts of fixteen black feathers, and is much 
forked-, the exterior feathers bend greatly outwards, and their ends 
feem as if cut off. The feathers under the tail and inner coverts of 
the wings are of a pure white. 

The female weighs only two pounds: its length is one foot fix 
inches ; its breadth two feet fix. The head and neck are marked 
with alternate bars of dull red and black: the bread with dulky, 
black and white; but the laft predominates. The back, coverts 

* The ruffed heathcock of America, a bird of this genus, does the fame. EJw. 

Gl. p. 80. The cock of the wood agrees too in this exultation during the amo¬ 
rous feafon ; at which time the peafants in the Alps, direfted by the found, have 
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an opportunity of killing them. 
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228 BLACKCOCK. Class II. 

of the wings and tail are of the fame colors as the neck, but the red 
is deeper: the inner webs of the quil feathers are mottled with 
black and white : the inner coverts of the wings are white; and in 
both fexes form a white fpot on the fhoulder. The tail is {lightly 
forked; it confifts of eighteen feathers variegated with red and 
black. The feathers under the tail are white, marked with a few 
bars of black and orange. This bird hatches its young late in the 
' fummer. It lays from fix to eight eggs, of a dull yellowilh white 
color, marked with numbers of very fmall ferruginous fpecks; and 
towards the fmaller end with fome blotches of the fame hue. 

Br’eYd? Befides the common fpecies of black cock, M. Briffon mentions 
a variety found in Scotland , under the name of le coq de bruyerepi- 
quete, or fpotted black cock. It differs from the common fort in 
being fpotted on the neck, breaft, wings and thighs with red. 
rius I fuppofe to have been a fpurious breed between this and the 
ormer fpecies, as the Tetrao Hybridus of Linnaeus is. I could not 
learn that this mixed race was found at prefent in North Britain , 
perhaps becaufe the cock of the wood is now become fo very rare 
It is alfo found in Sweden, and defcribed by Linnaeus in his Faun. 
Uec \ 20 r< ky the title of Tetrao caudd bifurcd fubtus albopuntta- 
ta \ ln Swedi A Racklehane or Rofiare: the legs of this and the pre¬ 
ceding kind are feathered only to the feet: they both inhabit woods 
in the winter ; therefore nature hath not given them the fame kind 
proteft,on againft the cold, as fhe has the grous and ptarmigan, 

who muft undergo all the rigor of the feafon beneath the fnow, or 
on the bare ground. 
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Class II. 


R E 


Gallina campeftris. Girald. topogr. Hi- 
hern . 706. 

Red Game, Gorcock, or Moor-cock, 
Wil. orn . 177. 

Lagopus altera Plinii. Rati fyn . a<v. 
54 * 


Moor-cock, or Moor-fowl. Sc*?/. 16. 
La Gelinote Hupee. BriJJon av, I. 209. 
d^ys* 11. 252. 

La Gelinote d’EcofTe, Bonafa Scotica. 
Idem 199. 22. f. I. Hi ft, d’Oys . 

II. 242 


2 ?r. Z00/. 85. plate M. 3. „ 

o A'kG'lvJy J L ^ X : v-dl. 2^1 jxJ/j C' 



T HE male weighs about nineteen ounces. The length is fif¬ 
teen inches and a half: the breadth twenty-fix. The bill is 
black: the noftrils covered with red and black feathers: the irides 
hazel colored. At the bafe of the lower mandible, on each fide, is 
a white fpot: the throat is red. The plumage on the head and 
neck is of a light tawny red; each feather is marked with feveral 
tranfverfe bars of black. 

The. back and fcapular feathers are of a deeper red, and on the 
middle of each feather is a large black fpot: the bread: and belly 
are of a dull purplifb brown, croffed with numerous narrow dulky 
lines: the quil feathers are dufky: the tail confifts of fixteen fea¬ 
thers of an equal length, all of them (except the four middlemoft) 
are black, and the middle feathers are barred with red : the thighs 
are of a pale red, barred obfcurely with black, the legs and feet 
cloathed to the very claws^wkh thick foft white featheis j the 
claws are whitifh, very broadband Jfrong. .on**.******£ 

d'n /&<***■t , 

* The feet in the figure given by M. Briffon are engraven naked, or bare of fea¬ 
thers. The fpecimen probably came to that gentleman in that condition: his 
defcription in other refpefts is yery accurate. 

The 














Class II. 


RED COCK. 

The female weighs only fifteen ounces. The colors in general 
are duller than thofe of the male: the breaft and belly are fpotted 
with white: and the tips of fome of the coverts of the wings are of 
the fame color. The red naked part that lies above the eyes is lefs 
prominent than in the male, and the edges not fo deeply fringed. 

We believe this fpecies to be peculiar to the Brilijh iflands *, not 
having met with any account of it, except in the writings of our 
countrymen Mr. Ray and Willughby , and in M. Brijfon under the 
name of Bonafa Scotica the fame writer defcribes it again by the 
title of Attagen , but his references are either to authors who have 
copied our naturalifts, or to fuch who mean quite another kind. 
Mr. Ray feems to think his bird, the other Lagopus of Pliny*, or 
the Francolino of the modern Italians: but the account left us by 
Pliny feems too brief and uncertain to determine at this time what 
fpecies he intended; and that the Francolino is not the fame with 
our grous, is evident from the figure of it exhibited by our accu¬ 
rate friend Mr. Edwards -f-& cJj> a IkdF l/)v (jCCn cl -. 

Thefe birds pair in the fpring, and lay from fix to ten eggs: the 
young brood or packs follow the hen the whole fummer; in the 
winter they join in flocks of forty or fifty, and become remarkably 
fhy and wild : they always keep on the tops of the hills, are fcarce 
ever found on the fides, and never defcend into the vallies j their 
food is the mountain berries, and the tops of heath. 

* Eft et alia nomine eodem, a coturnicibus magnitudine tantum differens, 
croceo tindlu cibis gratiflima. lib. x. c. 48. 

f Plate 246. 
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Class II. 


PTARMIGAN. 


La perdris blanche. Belon av. 259. 
Lagopus. Gefner a<v. 576. 

Perdrix alba feu Lagopus, Perdice al- 
peltre. Aldr. a*u. II. 66. 

Lagopus. Plinii lib. x. c. 48. 

Tetrao Lagopus. Lin.fyft. 274. 
Snoripa. Faun. Suec./p. 203. 

La Gelinote blanche. BriJJon av. I. 
216. 

Rali fyn . av. 55 • 


White Game, erroneoufly called the 95. Pr, 
white.Partridge. WiL orn . 176. ga 

The Ptarmigan. Sib. Scot. 16. 

PL Enl. 129. Hi'ft. d'Oys. II. 264. 

Norv. Rype. Mas IJlandis , Riupkarre, 

Fam. Riupa Brunnich 199. 

Schneehuhn. Frifcb.l. no. 

Schneehun. Krarn. 356. 

Br. Zool. 86 plates M. 4. 5. 


Scopoli. No. 11 8y, » . 


T HIS bird is well defcribed by Mr. IVillughby , under the name 
of the white game. M. Briffon* joins it with the white 
partridge of Mr. Edwards , plate 72. I have received both fpe- 
cies at the fame time from Norway , and am convinced that they 


are not the fame. 

Thefe two birds differ greatly ; the former being above twice 
the fize of the Ptarmigan and the color of its fummer plumage 
quite different •, that of Mr. Edwards' bird being marked with 
large fpots of white, and dull orange; that of the Ptarmigan is o 
a pale brown or afh-color, elegantly croffed or motled with fmall 
dufky fpots, and minute bars : the head and neck with broad bars 
of black, ruft-color, and white: the wings are white, but the fliafts 
of the greater quil-feathers black: the belly white. In the male, 
the grey color predominates, except on the head and neck w ere 
there is a great mixture of red, with bars of white: but the whole 
plumage in this fex is extremely elegant. The females and young 
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Class II. 


P T A R 

birds have a great deal of ruft-color in them : both agree in their 
winter drefs, being intirely white, except as follows: in the male 
a black line occurs between the bill and the eyes •, the fhaft of the 
feven firft quil feathers are black : the tail of the Ptarmigan confifts 
of fixteen feathers; the two middle of which are afh-colored, motled 
with black, and tipt with white; the two next black flightly mark¬ 
ed with white at their ends, the reft wholly black; the feathers in¬ 
cumbent on the tail white, and almoft entirely cover it. 

The length of thefe birds is near fifteen inches; the extent twenty 
three: the weight nineteen ounces. 

Ptarmigans are found in thefe kingdoms only on the fummits of 
the higheft hills of the highlands of Scotland and of the Hebrides ; 
and a few (till inhabit the lofty hills near Kefwick in Cumberland. 
They live amidft the rocks perching on the grey ftones, the general 
color of tne ftrata in thofe exalted fituations: they are very filly 
birds, fo tame as to bear driving like poultry; and if provoked to. 
rife take very fhort flights, taking a fmall circuit like pigeons: they 
tafte fo like a grous as to be fcarcely diftinguilhed; like the grous 
they keep in fmall packs; but never like thofe birds take Ihelter in 
the heath ; but beneath loofe ftones. 

Thefe birds are called by Pliny , Lagopi, their feet being cloathed 
with feathers to the claws, as the hare’s are with fur: the nails are 
long, broad aqd hollow: the firft circumftance guards them from 
the rigor of the winter ; the latter enables them to form a lodge un¬ 
der the fnow, where they lie in heaps to prote& them from the 
cold : the feet of the grous are cloathed in the fame manner, but 
thofe of the two firft fpecies here defcribed, which perch upon trees, 

are 
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Class II. PARTRIDGE. 

are naked, the legs only being feathered, not being in want of fuch 
a protettion. 

In Scotland they inhabit from the hill of Benlomond to the naked 
mountain of Scaroben in Catbnefs, the ifle of Arran , many of the 
Hebrides , and the Orknies. 


* * With naked legs, 


La Perdris grife ou Gouache. Belon Rapphona. Faun. Suec. fp. 205. 96. Part- 


av. 257. La Perdrix grife. Brijfon aw. I. 219. ridge. 

Perdix (Waldhun) Gefner aw. 669. Pl. enl. zj. Hift d'Oys . II. 401. 

Perdix minor five cinerea. Aldr. aw. Starna Zinan 30. 


Agerhoene. Br. 201. 
Rebhun. Kram. 357. 


II 66. 

WilSorn 166. 

Raiifyn. aw. 57. 

Tetrao Perdrix. Lin.fyft. 276. 


Rebhuhn. Frifch , 1. 114. 
Br. Zool. 86. plate M. 



T HE male partridge weighs near fifteen ounces ; the female Descrip, 
near two ounces lefs: the length to the end of the tail thir¬ 
teen inches; the breadth twenty. The bill is whitifh : the crown 
of the head is brown fpotted with reddifh white : behind each eye 
is a naked red lkin. The chin, cheeks and forehead of a deep 
orange color, but in the females much paler than in the other fex. 

The neck and breaft are prettily marked with narrow undulated 
lines of afh-color and black; and in the hind part of the neck is a 
ftrono; mixture of ruft color: on the breaft of the male is a broad 
mark in form of a horfe-fhoe, of a deep orange hue *, in the female 
it is lefs diftinft. 
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234. U A I L. 

Each feather on the back is finely marked with feveral femicir- 
cular lines of reddilh brown and black: the fcapulars with a nar¬ 
row white line along their lhafts, and with black and cinereous un¬ 
dulated lines on the webs; whofe fides are marked with a large fpot 
of ruft color. The greater quil-feathers are dufky, fpotted on each 
web with pale red: it has eighteen feathers in the tail; the fix out- 
moft on each fide are of a bright ruft color tipt with white; the others 
marked tranfverfely with irregular lines of pale reddilh brown and 
black: the legs are of a whitilh caft. 

The nature of this bird is fo well known, that it will be unnecef- 
Salacious. fary to detain the readers with any account of it: all writers agree, 
that its pafiion for venery exceeds that of any bird of the genus; 
Ihould the reader’s curiofity be excited to fee a more particular ac¬ 
count, we beg leave to refer thern to thofe authors who have re-, 
corded this part of its natural hiftory *. 

The Britijh name of this bird is Kor-iar , a word now obfolete; 
that now in ufe is Pertrifen , borrowed from the Normans. Sdr is 
the generic name for the tribe. 


97. Quail. 


Descrip. 


La Caille. Belon av. 2 63. 

Gefner a<v . 334. 

Coturnix Latinorum. Aldr. av. II. 60. 
WiL orn. 169. 

RaiiJyn, a<v . 58. 

La Caille. Brijfon a<v. I. 247. 

Hift . d'Oys. II. 449. 


T 


Quaglia. Zinan . 36. 

Tetrao coturnix. Lin. fyft . 278. 
Wachtel. Faun . Suec, fp . 206. 
Vagtel. Brunnicb , 202. 

Wachtel. Kram. 357. Frifch> I. 117. 
Br. Zool. 87. plate M. 6. 

Perpelitza Scopoli , No. 176. 

JijK: lrw& 

HE length of the quail is feven inches and a half; tne breac 
fourteen : the bill is of a dufky color : the feathers of the 


* Pliny lib. 10. C. 23, WiL orn . 168. Ecl<w. preface to Gleanings , part 2. 
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Class II. U A I L. 

head are black, edged with ruby brown : the crown of the head 
divided by a whitibi yellow line, beginning at the bill and running 
along the hind part of the neck to the back: above each eye is ano¬ 
ther line of the fame color : the chin and throat of a dirty white: 
the cheeks fpotted with brown and white : the bread is of a pale 
yellowifh red fpotted with black : the fcapular feathers and thofe 
on the back are marked in their middles with a long pale yellow 
line, and on their fides with ferruginous and black bars : the coverts 
of the wings are reddilh brown, elegantly barred with paler lines 
bounded on each fide with black. The exterior fide of the firb 
quil feathers is white, of the others dufky fpotted with red : the tail 
confifts of twelve fliort feathers barred with black and very pale 

brownibi red : the legs are of a pale hue. 

Quails are found in mod parts of Great-Britain ; but not in any 
quantity: they are birds of paffage: fome entirely quitting our 
bland, others fibbing their quarters. A gentleman, to whom this 
work lies under great obligations for his frequent abidance, has 
affured us that thefe birds migrate out of the neighbouring mlan 
countries, into the hundreds of EJfex, in OZober, and continue there 
all the winter : if frod or fnow drive them out of the dubble fields 
and marbies, they retreat to the fea-fide; Ihelter themfelves among 
the weeds, and live upon what they can pick up from the alg* y 
&c. between high and low water mark. Our friend remarks that 
the time of their appearance in Effex, coincides with that of their 
leaving the inland counties; the fame obfervation has been made in 

^Thtfebirds are much lefs prolific that* the partridge, feldom lay- 
more than fix or feven whitilh eggs, marked with ragged ru 
colored fpots: yet Mr. Holland of Conway, once found a ned with 
• • H h 2 twelve 
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PEACOCK. &c. 


Peacocks. 


Class II. 

twelve eggs, eleven of which were hatched: they are very eafily 
taken, and may be enticed any where by a call. 

They are birds of great fpirit; infomuch that quail fighting a- 
mong the Athenians was as great an entertainment as cock fighting 
is in this country: it is at this time a falhionable diverfion in China, 
and large fums are betted there on the event*. The bodies of thefe 
birds are extremely hot; the Chinefe on that account hold them in 
their hands in cold weather in order to warm themfelvesf. Chaude 
comme une Caille, is a common proverb. 

The antients never eat this bird, fuppofing them to have been 
unwholefome, as they were faid to feed on Hellebore. 

To the birds of this genus we ihould add the whole tribe of 
domeftic land fowl, fuch as Peacocks , Pheafants , &c. but thefe can¬ 
not clame even an European origin. 

India gave us Peacocks ; and we are afiured J they are ftill found 
in the wild ftate, in vaft flocks, in the iflands of Ceylon and Java. 
So beautiful a bird could not long be permitted to be a flranger in 
the mpre diftant parts; for fo early as the days of Solomon ||, we 
find among the articles imported in his Tarfhifh navies, Apes and 
Peacocks. A monarch fo converfant in all branches of natural hif- 
tory, who fpoke of trees, from the cedar of Lib anon, even unto the hyf- 
fop that fpringeth out of the wall: who fpoke alfo of beafts and of 
fowl, would certainly not negleft furnifhing his oflicers with in- 
ftruftions for colleding every curiofity in the countries they voyag¬ 
ed to, which gave him a knowlege that diftinguifhed him from all 

* Bell’s Travels. I. 371. f Ofeck's Voyage. I. 269. 

t Knox's hi ft, of Ceylon, 28, 

II Kings , I, 10. 
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Class II. POULTRY, &c. 

the princes of his time. JElian * relates, that they were brought 
into Greece from fome barbarous country; and that they were held 
in fuch high efteem, that a male and female were valued at Athens 
at xooo drachmae, or 32/. 5s. 10d. Their next ftep might be to 
Samos ; where they were preferved about the temple of Juno, being 
the birds facred to the goddefs j-*: and Gellius in his nobles Attica , 
c. 16. commends the excellency of the Samian peacocks. It is there¬ 
fore probable that they were brought here originally for the pur- 
pofes of fuperftition, and afterwards cultivated for the ufes of lux¬ 
ury. We are alfo told, when Alexander was in India J, he found 
vaft numbers of wild ones on the banks of the Hyarotis, and was 
fo ftruck with their beauty, as to appoint a fevere punifhment on 
any perfon that killed them. 

Peacocks’ crefts, in antient times, were among the ornaments of 
the Kings of England. Ernald de Aclent fined to King John in a 
hundred and forty palfries, with fackbuts, lorains, gilt fpurs and 
peacocks’ crefts, fuch as would be for his credit. Maddox Antiq. 

Exch. 1. 273. 

Our common poultry came originally from Perjia and India. Poultry. 
Ariftophanes \\ calls the cock ^re^mnbf opns, the Perjian bird; and 
tells us, it enjoyed that kingdom before Darius and Megabyzus : 
at this time we know that thefe birds are found in a ftate of nature 
in the ifles of Tinian §, and others of the Indian ocean; and that in 
their wild condition their plumage is black and yellow, and their 
combs and wattles purple and yellow**. They were early introdu- 
t 

* JElian de r.at. an. lib. v. 21. "f Athtnaus. lib. xiv. p. 655. 

J EK Curtius. lib. ix. II Aves, lin. 4 ^ 3 * 

§ Dampier’s <voy. I. 392. Lord Art/on's <voy. 309. 

** For this information we are indebted to governor Loten, 
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ced into the vveftern parts of the world •, and have been very long 
naturalized in this country ; long before the arrival of the Romans 
in this ifland, Cxfar informing us, they were one of the forbidden 
foods of the odd Britains. Thefe were in all probability imported 
here by the Phoenicians , who traded to Britain, about five hundred 
years before Chriji. For all other domeftic fowls, turkies, geefe, 
and ducks excepted, we feem to be indebted to our conquerors, 
the Romans. The wild fowl were all our own from the period they 
could be fuppofed to have reached us after the great event of the 
flood. 

Pheasants. Pheafants were firffc brought into Europe from the banks of the 
Phafis , a river of Colchis. 

Argiva primum fum tranfportata carina, 

Ante mihi notum nil, nifi Phafis erat. 

Martial . lib. xiii. ep. 72. 


Guinea Guinea hens , the Meleagrides or G allin a numidic<e of the antients, 
came originally from Africa*. We are much furprized how Belon and 
other learned ornithologifts could pofiibly imagine them to have been 
the fame with our Turkies ; fince the defcriptions of the meleagri 
left us by Athen<eus and other antient writers, agree fo exaftly with 
the Guinea hen, as to take away (as we fhould imagine) all power 
of miftake. Athenaus (after Clytus Milejius, a difciple of Arijlotle) 
defcribes their nature, form and colors: he tells us, “ They want 
“ natural affe&ion towards their young; that their head is naked, 

* Bofman\s hifiory of Guinea . 248. Voyages de Marchais III, 323. Barbofs defer . 
Guinea . Chur chi IPs coll , vcy. v. 29. 
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“ and chat on the top of it is a hard round body like a peg or nail; 

“ that from the cheeks hangs a red piece of flefh like a beard* that 
“ it has no wattles like the common poultry, that the feathers are 
« black fpotted with white; that they have no fpurs •, and that 
“ both fexes are fo like, as not to be diftinguilhed by the fight*”. 
Varro and Pliny + take notice of their fpotted plumage, and the 
gibbous fubftance on their head: fo that from thefe citations we 
find every chara&er of the Guinea hen , but none that agrees with 

the Purky. 

Barbot% informs us that very few turkies are to be met with in 
Guinea and thofe only in the hands of the chiefs of the European 
forts; the negroes declining to breed any on account of their ten- 
dernefs which fufficiently proves them not to be natives of that cli¬ 
mate. On the contrary the fame writer fays, that the Guinea hens, 
or as lie calls them Pintadas, are found there in flocks of two or 
three hundred, that perch in trees, feed on worms and grafshop- 
pers; that they are run down and taken by dogs, and that their 
flelb is tender and fweet, generally white, though fometimes black. 

He alfo remarks that neither the common poultry or ducks are 
natural to Guinea , any more than the Parky. 

* , 'Er< Se aro?yov or?05 t« hyova, to opnov, km oWyap twv vemts? 4 >v, — m 
& ro<pov tripum <r**„?ov, r?oyy«W t* ^ r&rrato,— *, - 

ra: S yvc&ot; ado t 2 ab>p£l®r < mK ? av '%**' 

ogrimrw %to « opnmv lor/ ™ foyx* ym/Jm, nv mot *ray« ««, 

xa\ t«oth koKoGov in.- romi**, 

XEWe 0 7 < - km «mvt?<*- orapaorrmtat 3 s siViv at Sntetat rotf appicrtv 

5 io km forftotHPnov In to twv ptuayfttov yev®-. Athcnanis, 655. 



f Varro. lib. 3. c. 9. lib. 10. c. 26. 


J Barbot 217. 
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Neither is that bird a native of Afia : the firft that were feen in 
Perjia were brought from Venice by fome Armenian merchants *. 
They are alfo cultivated in Ceylon , but not found wild. 

In fatt the Turky was unknown to the ar.tient naturalifts, and 
even to the old world before the difcovery of America. It was a 
bird peculiar to the new continent, and is now the commoneft 
wild fowl of the northern parts of that country. It was firft feen 
in France , in the reign of Francis I. and in England , in that of 
Henry VIII. By the date of the reign of thefe monarchs, the firft 
birds of this kind mult have been brought from Mexico, whole 
conqueft was completed, A. D.’ 1521. the-lhort lived colony of 
the French in Florida not being attempted before 1562; nor our 
more fuccefsful one in Virginia , effected till 1585; when both thofe 
monarchs were in their graves. 

Aslian , indeed, mentions a bird found in India -f- that fome wri¬ 
ters have fufpefted to be the T urky , bqt we conclude with Gefner, 
that it was either the Peacock , or fome bird of that genus. On con- 
fulting fome gentlemen who have long refided in the Indies , we find, 
that though the Furky is bred there, it is only confidered as a do- 
meftic bird, and not a native of the country. 

* Tavernier. 146. 
t hift. an. lib, xvi. C. 2. 
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Order III. GALLINACEOUS. 


Short" arched BILL. xii. 

Outmoft, and inner TOES connected to the firft joint of the GROUS 
middle toe by a fmafl membrane. 


* With legs feathered to the feet: broad fcarlet eye-brows. 
** With naked legs. 


Le Coc de bois ou Faifan bruyant. Capricalca. Sib. Scot. 16. tab. 14, 18. 92. Woon. 
Belon av. 249. . Le c oc que d e Bruyeres Brijfon av. I. 

Urogallus major (the Male). Gefner av. 182. Hift.d Oys. 

* Tetrao urogallus. Lin.fyft 273. 

Grygalius major (the Female). 495. Kjader. Faun. Suec. fp. 200. 

Gallo cedrone, Urogallus five Tetrao. Pontop. II. 101. _ 

Aldr. av. II. 29. Tjader-hona. Haftlqmjl itin. f 57.I. 

Gallo aipeftre, Tetrax Nemefiani (fem.) Klein Stem . tab, 27. ,, 

Aldr av II Mas Norvegis Tiur, Teer, Toedder. 

Pavo fyl'veltris. ' Girald. Topogr. Hibern. Foemina AW Roey. Brunnuh, 194. 

- Aurhan. Kram. 356. 

Auerhahn. Fri/cb, I. 107, 108. 

Br. Zool. 84. plates M. M*. PI. Enl. 

73* 74; „ T ' 

Devi peteln. Scopolt, No. 169. 

olaMctL),y \y) fipy.! ppfa,p:2,/r^. 

HIS fpecies is found in no other part of Great Britain than 
the Highlands of Scotland, North of Inverness-, and is very 
rare even in thole parts. It is there known by the name cf Caper - 

+ Swdijb edition. This bird was Ihot in the ifle of Milo, on z palm tree._ 

Belon tells us, it is often found in Crrf,; Ob/, P- «• The Englijb tranflator-of 
Uajfelquijl gives a fatfe name to the bird, calling it the Black Game. 


706. 

Cock of the Mountain, or Wood. Wil. 

orn, 172 . 

Rail fyn . av. 53 . 

Pl. Enl. 73 . 74 ’ 
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calze, Auer-calze , and in the old law books Caperkally: the laft fig- 
nifying the horfe of the woods •, this fpecies being, in comparifon 
of others of the genus, pre-eminently large *. We believe that the 
breed is extinct in Ireland , where it was formerly found. 

Giraldus Cambrenjis-f defcribes it under the title of Peacock of the 
wood, from the rich green that Ihines on the bread: of the male. 
Boethius \ alfo mentions it under the name of Capercalze and true- 
ly defcribes its food, the extreme Ihoots of the pine. He after¬ 
wards gives an exaft defcription of the black cock , but gives it the 
name of the cock of the wood, a name now confined to this fpecies. 
Biflrop Lefsly || is a third of our. hiftorians who makes mention of 
this bird along with two others of the genus, the black cock and 
common grous ; but the Ptarmigan is overlooked by them. None 
of thefe writers were converfant in the ftudy of natural hiftory, 
.therefore are very excufable for their inaccuracy. 

It inhabits wooded and mountanous countries; in particular, 
forefts of pines, birch trees and junipers; feeding on the tops of 
the former, and berries of the latter ; the firft infers often the flefli 
with fuch a tafte, as to render it fcarcely eatable. In the fpring it 
calls the females to its haunts with a loud and fhrill voice; and is 
at that time fo very inattentive to its fafety, as to be very eafily 
fhot. It (lands perched on a tree, and defcends to the females on 
their firft appearance. They lay from eight to fixteen eggs; eight 
at the firft, and more as they advance in age §. 

* For the fame rea k>rt the Germans call it Aur-han , or the Urus or wild ox cock, 
t Tofogr. Hibern. 706. j Defer. Regni Scotia. 7 . 

|| Scotia Defer. 24. 

$ Schnuenckfelt Aviarium Silefiee, 372, 
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GREAT BUSTARD. 
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Strong BILL, a little incurvated. 
No back TOE. 


XIII. 

BUSTARD. 


Tetrax. Athettai, lib. IX. 398. 
L’Oftarde. Belon av, 235. 

Otis, velBiftarda. Gefnerav . 484, 486. 
Otis five Tarda. Aldr, av, II. 39* 

WiL orn . 178. 

Rail fyn . av, 58. 

Guftard. Boethii , 7. and Sib, Scot, 16. 
Zidfov. 73, 74. 


L’Outarde. Brijfon av, V. 1 8. #//?. 98. Great. 
d'Oys. II. 

Otis tarda. Lin, fyft, 264. 

Faun, Suec, fp, 196. 

Trap. Kram, 355. 

Acker-Trappe. Frtfch , I. 106. Scopoli 9 



No. 160. 

Br, Zool, 87. plate N. PL Enl, 245. 


TT^HE buftard is the largefi: of the Britijh land fowl ; the male Descrip 
J. at a medium weighing twenty-five pounds; there are in- 
ftances of fome very old ones weighing twenty-feven. The breadth 
nine feet; the length near four. Befides the fize and dirrerence of 
color, the male is diftinguifhed from the female by a tuft of fea¬ 
thers about five inches long on each fide the lower mandible. Its 
head and neck are afii colored: the back is barred tranfverfely 
-with black and bright ruft color: the greater quil feathers are black: 
ihe belly white: the tail is marked with broad red and black bars, 
and con fills of twenty feathers : the legs dulky. 

The female is about half the fize of the male : the crown of Female. 
the head is of a deep orange, traverfed with black lines ; the reft 
of the head is brown. The lower part of the fore-fide of the neck 
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Place. 


GREAT BUSTARD. Class II. 

is alh colored : in other refpe&s it refembles the male, only the 
colors of the back and wings are far more dull. 

Thefe birds inhabit moft of the open countries of the fouth 
and eaft parts of this ifland, from Dorfetjhire , as far as the Wolds 
in Torkjhire *. They are exceeding Ihy, and difficult to be ffiot; 
run very fall, and when on the wing can fly, though flowly, many 
miles without refting. It is faid that they take flight with diffi¬ 
culty, and are fometimes run down with grehounds. They keep 
near their old haunts, feldom wandering above twenty or thirty 
miles. Their food is corn and other vegetables, and thofe large 
earth worms that appear in great quantities on the Downs, before 
fun-rifing in the fummer. Thefe are replete with moifture, anfwer 
the purpofe of liquids, and enable them to live long without drink¬ 
ing on thofe extenfive and dry tratts. Befides this, nature hath 
given the males an admirable magazine for their fecurity againft 
drought, being a pouch f, whofe entrance lies immediately under 
the tongue, and which is capable of holding near feven quarts; 
and this they probably fill with water, to fupply the hen when fit¬ 
ting, or the young before they can fly. Buftards lay only two 
of the fize of thole of a gooie, of a pale olive brown, mark¬ 
ed with Ipots of a darker color; they make no neft, only fcrape a 
hole in the ground. In autumn they are (in Wiltjhire) generally 
found in large turnep fields near the Downs, and in flocks of fifty 
or more. 

* In Sir Robert Sibbald’s time they were found in the Mere, but I believe that 
they are now extinft in Scotland . 

f The world is obliged to the late Dr. Douglas for this difcovery; and to 
Mr. Edwards for communicating it. 
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